
Professional Development 

S O U T H W E S T  T E X A S
J U N I O R  C O L L E G E

A P R I L  2 0 2 4

T H I S  M O N T H  I N

we're so glad you're here!

MICROSOFT 365 TRAINING

Professional Development resources for the month of April and beyond are included in this
month’s update. Web links to sessions highlighted in this email are available by clicking on
the topic or heading. Please be sure to sign-in when you navigate to sites included in this
email.
I encourage everyone to review the articles and videos included and explore additional
items offered on the websites of our partners in education. Care is taken to include only
opportunities which require no additional fee to SWTJC Faculty.  However, many sessions
and webinars, at these sites, are fee based and require faculty to register, after a discussion
with your Division Chair and after having secured funds.  
Please visit the Professional Development Faculty Friday webpage for further offerings.
For questions or requests, send emails to pd@swtjc.edu or call Nayelli Avila at ext. 2919

Thank you for your continued dedication!

M I C R O S O F T  3 6 5  Q U I C K  S T A R T S

H A P P Y  A P R I L  T O  A L L  F A C U L T Y !

 Sign in using your SWTJC credentialsM I C R O S O F T  L E A R N

MICROSOFT LEARN
Educator Center
Dive deep into learning with interactive lessons, earn professional development
hours, acquire certifications and find programs that help meet your goals.

Dr. Renée T. Zimmerman 

2 0 2 4  A P R I L
B L U E P R I N T  C O U R S E S  A N D  C O L L A B O R A T I O N :

A N  I N N O V A T I V E  H B C U  C A S E  I N  C O U R S E
D E S I G N  A N D  Q U A L I T Y  A S S U R A N C E

Q M  S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

R E G I S T E R  H E R E  T O  A C C E S S  T H E  C O U R S E !

https://www.qmprogram.org/myqm/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/training
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/microsoft-365-quick-starts-25f909da-3e76-443d-94f4-6cdf7dedc51e?wt.mc_id=OTC_HOME
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/educator-center/
https://www.qualitymatters.org/professional-development/free-webinars#research
https://www.qualitymatters.org/professional-development/free-webinars#research
https://www.qualitymatters.org/professional-development/free-webinars#research
https://www.qualitymatters.org/professional-development/free-webinars#research
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/c8c53763e39f4c138428f9253fc80a7c@swtjc.edu/ffd66c5d25eb43de9f1b2cfdbf391c033582602974507829722/calendar.html
https://www.qmprogram.org/qmresources/registration/index.cfm?sid=28980


STARLINK, established in 1989, focuses on empowering student success and
providing professional development to higher education communities.

STARLINK offers online courses allowing personalized learning with on-demand
courses. STARLINK maintains academic rigor and technical knowledge, offering

over 200 hours of professional development training through its eLibrary.

E P I S O D E  2 3 8 :  -  A R T I F I C I A L
I N T E L L I G E N C E  I N  G E N E R A L ,

A R T I F I C I A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  A P P L I E D
T O  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  D E S I G N

S I T U A T I O N S ,  D I G I T A L  S E C U R I T Y ,
A N D  R E S E A R C H  R E P O R T

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  A C C E S S  T H E  M E M B E R ’ S  A R E A

Trends & Issues

E P I S O D E  2 3 9 :  -  A R T I F I C I A L
I N T E L L I G E N C E  A P P L I E D  T O

E D U C A T I O N ,  A R T I F I C I A L
I N T E L L I G E N C E  I N  G E N E R A L

S O F T W A R E ,  A N D  H A R D W A R E

Hot Topics
E F F E C T I V E

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F O R
T O D A Y ' S  L E A R N E R

About this Course
Join STARLINK and Lone Star College as we delve into

valuable strategies for enhancing communication
skills. Together, we explore the significance of

understanding modern learners and the pivotal role
effective communication plays in fostering student
success. Particularly in the realm of online learning,

where non-verbal cues may be absent, strong
communication skills are indispensable for attaining

educational goals. Viewers will gain insights and
practical tips for honing their communication

techniques, enabling them to better engage with
today's learners and optimize student outcomes. Don't

miss this opportunity to refine your communication
skills and empower your students through effective

communication strategies tailored to the
contemporary learning environment.

STARLINK
Your Path to Student Success

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  T H E  O N L I N E  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T :  C A T A L O G  S E A R C H

https://starlinktraining.org/
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-238-artificial-intelligence-in-general-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-instructional-design-situations-digital-security-and-research-report
https://starlinktraining.org/
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-239-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-education-artificial-intelligence-in-general-software-and-hardware
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-239-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-education-artificial-intelligence-in-general-software-and-hardware
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-239-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-education-artificial-intelligence-in-general-software-and-hardware
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-239-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-education-artificial-intelligence-in-general-software-and-hardware
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/trends-amp-issues-episode-239-artificial-intelligence-applied-to-education-artificial-intelligence-in-general-software-and-hardware
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/hot-topic-effective-communication-for-today-s-learner
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/hot-topic-effective-communication-for-today-s-learner
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/hot-topic-effective-communication-for-today-s-learner
https://starlinktraining.org/program/search


This session explores the benefits of an open approach that empowers students as partners in the learning process. When students help shape course assignments and
activities, they take greater ownership over their education. Discover ways to collaborate with students to design more authentic assessments, incorporate real-world
projects, tap into their passions and skills, and explore the transformative impact of student partnership on engagement and learning outcomes. Learn tips for guiding
students through the process of co-creation, handling challenges that arise, and assessing open pedagogy initiatives.

C O - C R E A T E  A N D  C O L L A B O R A T E :  U N L O C K I N G  S T U D E N T  P O T E N T I A L  T H R O U G H  O P E N  P E D A G O G Y
T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R  0 4 ,  2 0 2 4  -  1 -  2 P M

O N  D E M A N D

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
Explain the core principles of open pedagogy and list at least two benefits of co-creating curriculum with students.
Describe at least three specific strategies for collaborating with students to design assessments, incorporate real-world projects, and tap into student skills and interests. 
Identify at least two potential challenges of co-creation and explain techniques for mitigating them.

A membership organization committed to
promoting and celebrating excellence in
teaching, learning, and leadership at
community and technical colleges.

H O W  D O  I  D I S C U S S  A C A D E M I C  I N T E G R I T Y  D U R I N G  T H E  F I R S T  C L A S S ?

H O W  C A N  I  T E A C H  W I T H  C O N F I D E N C E  I N  T H E  H Y F L E X  C L A S S R O O M ?

W H A T  A R E  T H E  B E N E F I T S — A N D  C H A L L E N G E S — O F  H Y F L E X  I N S T R U C T I O N ?

W H A T  A R E  B E S T  P R A C T I C E S  F O R  H Y F L E X  C O U R S E  D E S I G N  A N D  D E L I V E R Y ?

H O W  C A N  I  U S E  L O W  S T A K E S  Q U I Z Z I N G  T O  E N H A N C E  L E A R N I N G ?

H O W  S H O U L D  I  M A N A G E  M Y  O N L I N E  C O U R S E ?

W H A T  S H O U L D  I  D O  W H E N  A  S T U D E N T  C H A L L E N G E S  M Y  A U T H O R I T Y ?

H O W  C A N  I  T R A N S F O R M  M Y  T E S T S  I N T O  L E A R N I N G  T O O L S ?

H O W  D O  I  C R E A T E  A  C L I M A T E  F O R  L E A R N I N G  I N  M Y  C L A S S R O O M ?

Magna Publishing 20 Minute Mentor via STARLINK

P R O M P T ,  P L A Y ,  L E A R N :  A N  I N T E R A C T I V E  G E N E R A T I V E  A I  W O R K S H O P
W E D N E S D A Y ,  A P R  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  3 - 6 P M

Generative AI is revolutionizing education, so don’t be left behind! Join this workshop to get on the fast-track to becoming an AI-savvy educator. We kick things off with
a whiteboard session focusing on the AI challenges educators face. The challenges shared set the stage for our solutions exploration. Next, we take a quick tour of the
major AI tools available before diving into the ethical and practical layers of Generative AI. The workshop wraps up with some hands-on training for crafting prompts. 

Come experiment with: 
Discipline-specific tutoring via AI to review and reinforce concepts; 
Personalizing learning for different communities of students;
 Creating interactive lesson plans to enhance engagement;
Creating progress check questions for video assignments; and
Designing authentic assessment. 

C A N  S E R V I C E - L E A R N I N G  W O R K  I N  M Y  D I S C I P L I N E ?

T H E  F U L B R I G H T  S C H O L A R  P R O G R A M :  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  I N  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6
T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R  2 5 ,  2 0 2 4  -  1 -  2 P M

Join the Institute of International Education for this informational webinar on the variety of opportunities the Fulbright Scholar program offers community college staff,
adjunct faculty, and independent scholars to teach, research, or conduct projects abroad. Learn how Fulbright Scholar awards can globalize your campuses and
classrooms as well as provide funding for international collaboration. Alumni share their experiences as Fulbright Scholars.

Certificate and CEUs for Webinars
Learners will have the option to earn a certificate of attendance or a certificate with Continuing Education Units (CEU)
upon completion of the webinar. To earn a certificate with CEUs, the learner must successfully pass the learning
assessment with a score of 80% or higher. All learners must complete the post-event evaluation to earn credentials. 

https://learn.nisod.org/search?displaytype=1&pagesize=10&sortby=52&category=14627&sst=&isClosedCaptioning=false&fromDuration=&toDuration=undefined
https://www.nisod.org/virtual-events/webinars/
https://www.nisod.org/publications/
https://learn.nisod.org/item/cocreate-collaborate-unlocking-student-potential-open-pedagogy-601218
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-do-i-discuss-academic-integrity-during-the-first-class
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-can-i-teach-with-confidence-in-the-hyflex-classroom
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/what-are-the-benefits-and-challenges-of-hyflex-instruction
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/what-are-best-practices-for-hyflex-course-design-and-delivery
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-can-i-use-low-stakes-quizzing-to-enhance-learning
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-should-i-manage-my-online-course
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/what-should-i-do-when-a-student-challenges-my-authority
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-can-i-transform-my-tests-into-learning-tools
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/how-do-i-create-a-climate-for-learning-in-my-classroom
https://learn.nisod.org/item/prompt-play-learn-interactive-generative-ai-workshop-620677
https://learn.nisod.org/item/prompt-play-learn-interactive-generative-ai-workshop-620677
https://starlinktraining.org/program/detail/can-service-learning-work-in-my-discipline
https://learn.nisod.org/item/the-fulbright-scholar-program-opportunities-20252026-601436
https://learn.nisod.org/item/the-fulbright-scholar-program-opportunities-20252026-601436

